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Ninth Annual Alumni
Scholarships Awarded

The Wilson Alumm Association has presentad scholanhip
noney 1o (wo graduating seniors every year since 2002,
wang maney deawn from an endowment fund estublished o
001, Contnbutions to that fund are tax deductible
Winners are chosen by Alumni Association board members
froim a group of candidates submitied by the school. This
veir's recipients were presented with 52,000 cach at the
schuol™s awnnd ceremaony n June.

Sluthias Darrigarmen: has been acoopted at Georgetown
University, where he plans to major in psychology. He also
has a strong integest in math and French, and during the pas
yeur hastaken Advanced Placement (AP) calculus, French,
and payehology courses. His other senior conrses have
icludest Enghsh and eptsspreneurship, U.S. government,

iricd Fimancial plamming. Matthins hus been active in cross
countcy and frock at Wilson, snd was co-capiun af the cross
country wam in 9* and 10™ grades, and captain of the indoor
ruck team in his junior and senior years. He made the honor
ol wll four yeprs at Wilson, and was inducted into the
National Honor Sociery i his senior year, His commumity
work has included working in sports camps for two
warmmery, ind with the Georgetown University Sports
Medicime Team during the past year.

Evan Holly plans to pursue his interests in architecture, art,
and tuinie when he goes 1o college in the fall.  In his four
vears 3t Wilson, he was captain of both the junior varsity and
carsily baskethill teams, acted in the schoal’s 24-haur plays,
ang in the concert choir, and played guitar in the jaez band.
Evun was beavily involved in the modemization plans for
Wilson, testified before the City Couneil, and ook the
itudent lead on the redesign of the caleteria,  He won a first
prize in the 62* annual D.C. Science Fair, in the plani
dovision. His community involvement included an internship
it the National Inatitutes of Health (NTH), end helping to
sssemble care packages for militnry personnel. He also
worked @l the Capital Area Food Bank, and at the Office of
Prezidential Comespondance.

Teachers Agree to New Contract

Aflter two and & halfl years of negotistions, D.C. teachers
have ngreed io a contract which includes pay for
performance, reduced semority protections, and helly pay
increases. The new contract provides for a pay rase of 21 6
percent over five years (retroactive 1o the expiration of the
ld comtract in Sept. 30, 2007) which will mise the average
anniial salary from 367,000 to 531,000, Under the new
wysiem, principals will uig job perfommance w the Lop
criterin in making decisions about staff reductions when
budget or progrum changes require it. Teachers must enroll
in a voluntary performance pay program 1o be ehigible for
pay incontives under the new contract, New teachers who
don’t enmoll will recgive & minimum salary of $310,519 for
the 200 1-12 school year, while those in the program with 21
or more years of experignce will cam up to 5106,540. The
contruct will make D.C. tsachers amonyg the most highly
compensated in the couniey, which DOC School Chancellor
Michalle Rhee has said she beligves 15 well deserved

The controct was ratified by a large margin on June 1 by
Washington Teachers Union members, and confirmed by the
BLC. City Council on June 28, In addition (o the salary
increases, the contract provides for improved teacher
development programs and mentofing for novice instructon
Dhsplaced teachers will no longer be guarantieed another job
in the system. [T théy are unable 1o find one within &0 days,
they may accept o $25,000 buyoul, opt for early retirement
with full benefiis if they have 20 or more vears of service, or
receive full salary and benefits for one vear while they
continueg to look for 4 job

Adver contract details were [inst released m Apnl, [2.C. Chief
Financial Officer Natwar Candhi said that the city was
noarly $11 million shon of the funding needed for salary
raiges over the contract’s Mive yvear penod. He ruled out the
use af $21 million from some private foundations because
the moncy came with conditions. However Chancellor Rbes
was ible 1o Mind about 538 million to pay for the raises. A
portion will come from siale and federal grants and stumulus
money, and another 517 million from privats loundatans

WWHSAL wob puge: www, wilsoahs srg: cllek oa Alumal
WWHSAA eenail: wilsonalumni@ noleom



Wilson High Overcomes
Poor Urban School Label

8y Jay Marhews, Warkinpion Pogf educonion columnin

Why did Peter Cahall, principal of Woodrow Wilson High
School in Nophwest Washingion, give my collesgue
Michae! Bimbaum a long interview last month after the
corjacking of @ Wilson teacher, allegedly by a Wilson
siudeint® Doean’t Cahall know that urban principals avoid
even mentloning the word “crime™ for fear of tamishing a
sehool's image?

The hikely eaplanation is that Caball @s an anasually candid
educator. But as [ look ot the [atest nuimbers, [ wonder
vt he might be signaling thal Wilson has gotien 3o
strong scademically that it no longer nesds o worry about
ihe powr urban Iabel often attached to it @ven though b ix aa
urban i character as it ever was: 39 percent of ils siudenis
e low-income, 50 percent are African Amencan, 25 percent
e white, 16 percent are Hispanic and 9 percent are Asian.

Has Wilson become too good to worry about bad news in the
paper? It would seem so,

The school still struggles with the effects of poveny on
studkent aghievement. But the oumber of tandy students has
dropped, attendance is up to o school record of 86 percent.
the percentige of black and Hispanic studenis on the honor
ol 1 riwing, and on some scadermic measures, Wilson s
leawing affluent suburban schools behind,

On the Chullenge Indax that 1 use in The Washingion Post
and Newswesk to mte high schools by college-level test
participation, Wilson ranks | 5* wmong 172 local high
whools. It does significantly better than almost all suburban
schmly with simaller percentapes of low-income studanis,
suich as the eicellent Severna Park in Anne Arundel County
I percent) or Briar Woods in Loudoun County {6 percent).

Wilson 4 hikely to be among the top 100 on Nevwiwesk's
urnual list of America’s Top High Schools for the first time,
Thisty-two percent of its seniors had of least one passing
sweore on Advanced Placement tests, twice the national
avcrage.

Wilson"s image has rarely fared well in The Post or other
lscal medin, The recent car jacking, alihough far from
whool and apparently & chance encounter, did the school no
good Two years ago, we wiote much about Wilson studernt
lights and lock-downi

Yet a determined faculty kept mandands high, with support
From slumni and perents of all races who could afford 1o put
their Kids tn private schools, as their neighbors did, but had
fzith in the school,

The long list of exceptional Wilson teachers would include
Belle Belew (English), Anng Wilder (science), Angela
Benjamin (engineering), Elaine Smith {math), Charléne
Witts Mamin (English) , Jeremy Singer (muth), K.J
Anderson (history), and Mary Barnes (un), plus academy
coordinator Jeff Schulie. counselor Jean Mane Hansen and
head custosdion Lorenzo Morgan,

Many Wilson people have developed pugnacious pride
about the place. After the 2008 lockdowns, Pans
Achentmch, daughier of my Post colleague Joel Achenbach
and now o freshiman st Oberlin College, said in g piace for
The Post's Close to Home pags that despite the bud
publicity, she thought that her school could “change the
social divide we have in America”

Wilkon uleo might be able 1o teuch something aboul
improving urban schooling. Like ather excephional [D.C.
high schools, sech as Columbia Heights, the School Without
Walls and Banneker, Wilson has created a culture of loyalty,
teamwork and ambition. D.C. Schools Chancellor Michelle
Rhee installed Caball in 2008 anl te
numbers swiggest he is M mul;fum
together for depth and breadth in leaming might prove w
have mone impact on achiovement than (he mnovations in
teacher contracts wnd school linancing bemg debated now,

Wilson One of Top U.S. Schools

In Newsweek's 2010 best American school ratings, Wilson
wiis Listed at 100, shead of many local suburban schools
The highest rting in the District went to Columbia Heights
High School, ranked 3Tth. Woodlawn in Arlington and
Montgomery Blair in Momgomery Co, were the lighest of
Washington aréa schools. Each year, Newsweek picks the
best schools in the country based on how well they
challenge their students with Advanced Placement and other
college courses. The ranking i determined by dividing the
namber of students taking AP or similar exams by the
number of graduating semors, OF the 27 000 LS. pablic
high schools, only 1,600 scared 1.000 or better.
Woodlown's rating was 6.000, Blair's was 5,663, and
Wilson"s was 4.011. Columbia Heights, which requires all
Jamiors and seniors to tnke AP English, had o mting of 5 393



“The Play”

by Barbara Burion Raab | "534,
Pt Beggoen Mot Rosd colamsid il

1 stossd on o mouniain and sow before me

A splendid bartle waged just below me,

A wir foughd for “peace”™ they truly told me.
There was nothing peaceful in my view,

| wondered: Had they fooled you, too?
Then, | peilized, the “they™ were. . you.

Sa now in peace | siood alone,

Bosebes From wirs heard a3 o moan,

[t's really oot over, the Peace not won,
Yo wish for the Toture..rovws of slone.
Lasting peace is seldom won,

Wars not over. deads nol done.

Yaliant solikers, avery ane,

Comrades are dead, some ates naceriam
{n the walley Moor.no bows, mo curtam.

It. Stevens Again Under Attack

Shutyeight fomtifications ringed Washington during the Civil

W, protectng i from Confederate attack. Today, only 11
pienisrin The drbesk Tairwnigs oo thesa (e Foet Stevens, site of the
only Cival War bsogile fooght within the ciry, Late [ast vear a
sl charch proposed construction of 8 five-story
comrmunity cenier adjacent 1w the for, which wouald block
the wlew from i, and exceed the D.C. Board of Zoning
hizight limstations. The Civil War Preservation Trust, the
Mananal Park Service, and other preservation groups arg
urging the Zoning Board to deny the application.

In the Batle of Fort Stevena, which took place in July 1864,
Confederate Lt Gen Jubal Early was repulsed by a
gomtingent of veteran troops who had been rushed there by
train from siege lines wround Petersburg, VA, President
Abrahinan Lingoln rode out to ohserve the batile and was
briefly ender enemy fire. He was brosquely ordered 10 take
cover oy an officer, probably Horatio Winght, slthough
apocryphal stories claim that it was future Supreme Court
Justice Oliver Wendell Holimes, Ir. This wits one of only
twio times a sitting predident has come ander direct enemy
attack during a war. (The first was President James Madison
during the Batile of Bladensburg, in 1814.)

Fort Stevem, located at 13" and Quackenbos Streets, NW, is
mamtained by the National Park Service. The remains of 41

Unban soldiers who died in the batile are buried m the nearby
Bartleground National Cemetery

Alumni Association Turns 17

The Woodnow Wilson Alumni Associabion wis incorporated
in June 1993, and became fully operational two years later

It is o of vary few high schoal alumni assoeintions, and we
are proud 1o have undertaken many projects to implement
pur founding principals: supporting and promoting Wilson
nctivities;, promoting the schools academic standing: and
facilitating good communications within the alumni
commmnity.  Specific projects have included;

Publication of a quanstly newsletter, The Alwnni Beacan:
Design and production of 12 plexiglass panels depicting
Wilson life over 7 decades;

Production of n professionally namrated 90-minute
history of Wilson from 19352000, in cassette and
YD formuts;

Preparation and mamtenance of & compator database
lsting all graduates from [937-2009;

Publicanon of an alumni directory in binder and
Chorom formals;

Endowment of & scholarship fund that gwards 52,000
scholatships to two grisluating senlors sach vear,

Locating and secuning nimenius memorabilia items
which might otherwise have boen losr,

Crganizing Wilson memorabilin for display o a large
permanent exhibit at the Charles Samner Schaol
Muscum, the official repositary for D.C. public
school muterials dating back 1o 1803,

Location and hinding Wifson Heacon issues from the
1930 1o 2000;

Recveling of old yearbooks, with money from sales going
i the scholarship fund;

And production and dedication of a plague 1o honer
Wilson gradustes who died in the Vietnam War.

D.C. to Fund Reno
School Renovation

Ward 3 D.C, Council member Mary Cheh announced in
May that her proposal to transfer 970,000 from the cily's
technology office 1o restone Reno School was accepted
withoul debate. Although the bulliding was recently mimesid
historic landmark, it has suffered severe damage from water
leaknge, poor mainlenance, and trespassers, and was fn
danger of collapse. It is the lust remaining structire from a
ance thriving Affcan-American commanlty that was
established around Fort Reno after the Civil Wae. Once the
repmrs are done, the schoolhouse will probably be used for
aflter school and other programs at Deal Middle School



Wilson Language Teacher Dies

Rosalind Anne Murphy, who taught langaages at Wilson and
viher [.C. public schools, died April 30 at her home in
Washington, She was 94, Miss Murphy was o life-lopg
Washingtonian, and began her teaching carcer tn the 1930s,
She taught Latin and German s Wilson for about 20 yeurs
before retinng in the mid-1970s.  Born oo the Distnict, she
graduated from Sacred Heart Academy and received 4
bacheior' s degres in Greek language from what 15 now
Toiity Llmiversity i Washington, She went on to cam
master’s degrees in English and Latin from Catholie
Ulriversity and did additional gradunte work in education,
poxcial work, and business administration at Georgetown
Universily, Mg Murphy spoke English, French, German,
Latin, pnd ancient and modern Creek, pnd recorded books
Tor the blind in Lotin and Gireek. She was o member of ths
Catholie Shrine of the Most Blessed Sacrament at Chevy
(“hase Circle,

Feld Featured in Capital Business

The new Washmngton Post supplément, Capital Business,
featured entertainment mogul Ken Feld ['66 | in the cover
story of 115 May 30 {ssue.  Ken and his sister Karen grew
up in Wakhington, and attended Muarch, Deal, and Wilson.
After he graduated from Boston University, Ken went to
warrk, for has Tather levin, who owned Ringling Bros, and
Barnum & Baabey Circus. After Trvin died in 1984, Ken took
over the buaineds, and over the years has added other
enertainment venues, mcluding Disoey on ke and Monster
Tami fruck shows, Peld BEntertainment productions lour 67
countnies, give more than 5000 performances o year (o
wdiences of M mallion people, snd generate 3900 million in
revenue, Feld plans (o eveniually turn over the business (o
o OF his three doughters, The eldest, Micole, is the
company s executive vice president and producer of
Ringling's ZingZangZoom, one of three Ringling circuses
which tour the country. Although he has o reputation for
heing disiant, demanding, and impersonal, Peld has a
pgenerous side, Aler learning thal the non-prolid Big Apple
eircus was wiferg o deficit doe to drops in donations after
the MladodfT scandal, he sent b check 1o cover the amount. He
had nlso hean invalved in court battles, Animal rights groups
siacel hun under the Endangerad Species At Ihe case waa
dismissed because the lead plaintifl, a former emplovee, was
detérmined to have no standing to sue. Feld is also the
object of fwo suits by his sister, One claims be has failed o
munage the family wrust, and the other that he hired
bodyguands (o bent her after she was removed from a
relative’ s shuva service in 2007, Both cases are still pending

Nostalgic Trip Around Tenleytown

By Segehdck Maxs [ '3

Remember When? Hope this hst will bring back lots of
fond memories of our mid 20® cenlury high schoal days!

Saturday afternoon movies at the Art Deco Apex

Theater.. High's Real Dairy Store.Joe’s Vanely

Shop.. Sears rool-top parking and the donut maching., Abe
Baker's photography store...the ald wood-frime pablic
library . Peoples Dvug Stone soda fountain...ihe Sunocs gis
station on River Road _the No. 8 Police Station on 49*
Sirect. 51, Columba’s Parah Hall where Cub Scout pack
415 met... Par’s Hobby Shop at Wisconain ancd

Fessenden... The Times-Herald newspaper distnbution cémer
around the corner,. Johnson's Oarden and Flower

Center_ Capital Transit streetcars on Wisconsin
Avenug.. the DOS grocery stofe acroes from our
studigm...the street car bam near Paul Bros, Dldsmobibe
dealership.. the goll driving mnge a1 Wisconain ind
Western, and the Howard Johnsons neross the stroet. Spring
Valley/A L, Park village with the Electric Shop and s
Lionel Truns at Chostmas.....the Giant Food store thers with
siwidust on the Moor,. Bexall Pharmacy snd Wagshall's
Deli.. . Scout Troop 666 meeting rooms ab American
University in Woeld War 1 Quonset hits..the Wave
barracks at Ward Cucle, Janney Elementary Scho] saib s
dirt playgroond... sto., eic, el

Giving It All Away:
The Doris Buffett Story

When Dorts Buffew ["45] inhented money from ber mother
in 199G {about 30100 million, mostly o Berkshing Hathawiy
stock), she set oul to give it all away before she dics. "My
goal™, she says, .0 for the last check | write 1o bounce.™
In his recently published book on Ms. Buffett, Michael Zitr,
a reporter for the Free Lance-5tar in ber bome town of
Fredericksburg, VA, describes her a8 a combinaion of
Candhl, Santa Claus, and Lucille Ball. Lo Giving bt Al
Away, which is in the form of b secies of interviews, Doris
tells how her unhappy childhood and broken nuuriages,
health problems, and the near-loss of ber home i the 1987
stock market crash, inspired her 1o astablish the Sunshine
Lady Foundation with her inherifance. Through that charity
she contribules to  wade mnge of individuals and
organieations who need & “hand-up”, and has so far
managed o give out over 5 100 mallion.  She often calls
poeople personally, while irying to decide upon the best way
to help theme A section of “thank you™ notes i the book
illustrates how her help has changed the lives of recipients





